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THE European Chamber of Commerce of Sri 

Lanka (ECCSL), in partnership with Foreign Trade 

Association (FTA), the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) and the Delegation of the 

European Union to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, 

ÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓÓàɯÊÖÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÈɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ%ÖÙÜÔɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ2ÙÐɯ

Lanka and GSP+: Ensuring Sustainable Supply 

"ÏÈÐÕÚɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯ%ÖÙÜÔɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÓËɯÖÕɯ,ÖÕËÈàɯƔƖÕËɯ

October 2017 at the Hilton Colombo Residences. 

The Hon. Sujeeva Senasinghe, State Minister of 

Development Strategies and International Trade 

and H.E Tung Lai -Margue Ambassador for the 

Delegation of the European Union to Sri Lanka and 

the Maldives were the Chief Guests. The Governor 

Central Bank of Sri Lanka Dr. Indrajit 

Coomaraswamy too graced the occasion along 

with the Director General of the Foreign Trade 

Association of Belgium Christian Ewert.  

The Ambassador Margue spoke on the 

government's obligations to comply with its 

commitments and expressed the hope that trade 

volumes with EU and Sri Lanka could be fu rther 

enhanced under the GSP+ facility. State Minister 

Senasinghe spoke about the progress so far 

achieved by the Government of Sri Lanka in 

establishing rule of law, judicial integrity and 

independence, enactment of the Right to 

Information Act and other efforts of the 

government to comply with some of the GSP+ 

requirements.   

The core objective of the Forum was to underline 

the importance attached to sustainable supply 

chains in pursuing the opportunities available 

through GSP+ facility. Mr. Ewert, in his  

introductory remarks, spoke on the importance of 

a broader sustainable agenda for Sri Lanka to 

enable local companies to stay ahead of the game 

and on how to make a significant contribution to 

ÈÊÏÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ4-ɀÚɯ2ÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÓÌɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ&ÖÈÓÚɯ

(SDGs) and meet EU monitoring requirements. Ms 

Simrin Singh ILO Country Representative 

provided practical insights on labor laws and 

global conventions and stressed the importance of 

complying with the conventions in order to 

provide sustainable supply chains. Mrs. Jeevani 

Siriwardena, Director -General of the Export 

Development Board, Mrs. Champika Malalgoda, 

Executive Director of the Board of Investment of 

Sri Lanka and Mrs. Sonali Wijeratne Director 

General Department of Commerce made in-depth 

presentations on the progress achieved so far and 

the current efforts to increase the export volumes 

to EU.  

The second session of the Forum was followed by 

a panel discussion. The panelists had been drawn 

from the industry and had an insightful discussion 

followed by a Q&A session . The panelists were Mr. 

Subash Subasinghe, President of Seafood 

Exporters Association, Mr. Mario De Alwis the 

Founder Chairman of the leader food exporter to 

$4ɯ , ɀ2ɯ %ÖÖËɯ /ÝÛɯ +ÛËȮɯ ,Ùȭɯ %ÌÓÐßɯ %ÌÙÕÈÕËÖȮɯ

President of the Sri Lanka Apparel Exporters 

Association and Ms. Gayani De Alwis, Vice 

Chairperson Chartered Institute of Logistics & 

Transport Founding Chairperson, Women in 

Transport & Logistics. The discussion was 

moderated by Mr. Anushka Wijesinghe, Chief 

Economists of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce.  

The event was well attended by the business 

community, diplomatic representatives, and the 

key government officials and a wide array of 

research and academic representatives from the 

Universities and socio economic research 

organizations. 

  

ECCSL FORUM CONCLUDED WITH EMPHASIS ON 

ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY CHAINS  
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The event was organized by the European Chamber of Commerce in collaboration with the Foreign Trade 

Association (FTA) of Belgium, Delegation of the European Union to Sri Lanka and the Maldives and the 

International Labor Organization (ILO).  

We express our sincerely gratitude to our main sponsor MAINETCH LANKA PVT LTD for the support 

extended.  We would like to express our profound thanks to excellent speakers, panelists, invitees and other 

participates who attended this event.  

We also express our sincere thanks to FTA , ILO and the Delegation to European Union to Sri Lanka and the 

Maldives for the excellent coordination and support extended to us without which this event would not have 

been a success. 
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